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Overview of the initiativeThe Savanna Institute is an agroforestry initiative bringing trees back to farms across the U.S. Midwest.
Launched: 2013
Based in: USA


The Savanna Institute promotes agroforestry to address the detrimental environmental impacts associated with conventional agriculture: Food production and land use generate 22% of greenhouse gas emissions, and climate change harms farms through extreme weather, floods, drought, heat stress, and more.
Agroforestry refers to a suite of practices that integrate trees with other crops and livestock. These practices can sequester excess atmospheric carbon (with agroforestry systems showing annual per-acre carbon sequestration rates 5-10 times higher than conservation agriculture), enhance farm resilience to climate change, improve water quality, boost soil health, and diversify farm revenues. 
In alliance with a national network of over 220 organizations, farmer leaders, and businesses, the Savanna Institute is laying the groundwork for widespread agroforestry adoption in the Midwest, U.S. While serving as one of the world’s seven great breadbaskets, this region is also one of the most industrialized and least diversified agricultural landscapes in the world.
Through a systems level approach, the Savanna Institute employs a three-phase iterative process to scale up agroforestry practices: (1) de-risk agroforestry adoption through accessible demonstration farms, expanded technical and financial assistance, and innovations in plant breeding and systems design; (2) scale up implementation through support for early adopters and leverage farms for outreach and education; and (3) expand what’s possible through market development, coalition building, and culture change.
The initiative believes their combination of a practitioner network with a research institute is unique. Farms join the partner network to support each other, host on-farm research, and improve a collective understanding of viable agroforestry farms. Over the past three years, the Savanna Institute has helped over 400 farmers establish more than 5,200 acres of agroforestry. They have a waitlist of additional farmers managing over 3,600 acres ready for transition—indicating the appeal of this productive, environmentally beneficial approach.
What the nominee will do if they win the Prize
If awarded the Prize, the money would be used to accelerate the Savanna Institute’s work across three key areas: agroforestry technical assistance and technical training expansion (strengthening the field team that works directly with farmers); demonstration and partner farm network development (upgrading demo farms that serve as tangible examples of successful agroforestry systems); and a perennial crop improvement program (accelerating tree crop breeding to create varieties that can compete economically with annual crops). 
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