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Amnesty International Annual Report 2020/2021
Amnesty International has documented grave violations of human rights in 2020 in 149 countries. Examples of the major human rights events analyzed include:

AFRICA 

Nigeria
The Nigerian government continued to crackdown on protests and attacks on freedom of expression. The #EndSARS protests and protesters came under brutal attack by the Nigerian government. Increasingly authorities are failing or willingly refusing to bring human rights violators to justice.  

Mozambique
Hundreds of civilians have been unlawfully killed by the armed group known locally as ‘Al-Shabaab’. Government security forces and a private military company hired by the government in Cabo Delgado were also implicated in the killings. The armed conflict between the so-called al- Shabaab and government forces created a humanitarian crisis. By the end of the year, over 500,000 people were internally displaced, and more than 700,000 needed humanitarian assistance.

Ethiopia 
Eritrean troops fighting in the northern region of Tigray systematically killed hundreds of unarmed civilians in the northern city of Axum following a conflict which started in early November while hundreds of thousands of civilians were displaced. Opposition members and journalists were subjected to arbitrary arrests and detentions, leading to increased political polarization along ethnic lines, and largely preventing the realization of political and human rights reforms initiated in 2018.

Cameroon 
The authorities continued to crack down on peaceful dissent, banning demonstrations and arbitrarily arresting those who exercised their rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. At least 500 demonstrators were arrested in September, the majority of whom were members or supporters of the opposition. 160 of them remained in detention, 13 had been given prison sentences by civilian courts, and 14 had appeared before a military court. 


AMERICAS

USA 
The Trump administration’s inadequate and uneven response to COVID-19 had a disproportionate and discriminatory impact on people based on their race, socio-economic standing, and immigration status. Police shot dead at least 1,000 people in 2020, while law enforcement authorities used excessive force against Black Lives Matter demonstrators and failed to constrain violent counter-protests.


Brazil
President Bolsonaro’s government continued to escalate its anti-human rights rhetoric, thus exacerbating the dangers facing human rights defenders, environmentalists, journalists, women, Black people, and Indigenous Peoples. The president’s ongoing denial of the gravity of COVID-19 worsened the situation, while his government failed to stem rising levels of environmental destruction, gender-based violence and killings by police. 

Venezuela
There were further reports of security forces committing excessive use of force, torture, and extrajudicial executions, while UN investigators found that Nicolás Maduro’s government has likely committed crimes against humanity. COVID-19 further exacerbated the growing humanitarian crisis, while the state response to the pandemic was characterized by opacity and repression of critical journalists, activists and health workers.

ASIA PACIFIC 

China
Mounting evidence of grave human rights violations, including torture and enforced disappearances, as part of a ruthless mass detention campaign targeting Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities in Xinjiang. COVID-19 intensified a crackdown on freedom of expression with a number of citizen journalists who reported on the outbreak going missing, and in some cases being imprisoned. 

Hong Kong
The China-imposed national security law enacted on 30 June 2020 triggered an unprecedented crackdown on freedom of expression, association and assembly. Since the law was passed, more than 100 people have been arrested and scores charged, with many potentially facing up to life in prison. Those targeted have included government critics, opposition leaders, student activists and prominent supporters of the city’s 2019 protests.

India
Recent years have seen an increasing clampdown by the Modi administration on the rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly, using repressive legislation to silence civil society. Amnesty International India was forced to halt its work in September 2020 when its bank accounts were frozen by the Enforcement Directorate without notice. Human rights activists face harassment, arbitrary arrest and detention, often without charge or trial.

Myanmar 
In Myanmar, the military committed serious human rights violations amid armed conflicts in several parts of the country. The Rohingya in Myanmar remain under apartheid conditions, and humanitarian access was severely restricted.
The authorities continued their crackdown on human rights defenders and imposed curbs on access to information and freedom of expression, including an internet blackout in parts of Rakhine and Chin State.



Philippines 
Extrajudicial killings and other violations continued under the government’s “war on drugs”. Congress passed a dangerous anti-terror legislation amidst a violent crackdown on rights defenders and activists.


EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

Poland
Poland has violated women’s and pregnant people’s human rights and put their health at risk by introducing a cruel and dangerous near total ban on abortion.

Hungary
In Hungary, Viktor Orbán has intensified his suppression of human rights, stoking up hostility towards marginalised groups and continuing to muzzle critical voices. 

Turkey
In Turkey, the crackdown on dissent has continued unabated with swathes of critics - including journalists, human rights defenders, lawyers, opposition politicians – facing baseless criminal investigations and prosecutions with many languishing in jail.

Belarus
The egregious crackdown on all forms of political opposition and dissent, following the 2020 presidential election, continues unabated. Protestors are detained, tortured and sentenced to long terms of imprisonment solely for peacefully exercising their human rights.

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

Lebanon
Government officials rejected calls for an international investigation into the devastating explosion at the Port of Beirut. Authorities also continued to repress the protest movement that began in October 2019 using excessive force to crackdown on largely peaceful protesters and summoning activists to military institutions. The dire economic crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic left dozens of migrant domestic workers without work, trapped in the country without passports or pay.

Israel/OPT 
Israel continued to impose institutionalized discrimination against Palestinians living under its rule in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT). Israeli forces killed at least 31 Palestinians including nine children in the OPT – many of them unlawfully. Hundreds of Palestinians were displaced by home demolitions and other coercive measures. In December 2020, the Israeli Health Ministry began to distribute COVID-19 vaccines excluding nearly 5 million Palestinians who live under Israeli military occupation in the West Bank and Gaza.

Egypt
Authorities continued with a relentless crackdown on peaceful dissent including against human rights defenders. The authorities detained at least nine workers who expressed safety concerns or criticized the government’s handling of the pandemic. Thousands remained in prolonged pre-trial detention, including human rights defenders, journalists, lawyers and others. In prison, detainees were regularly held in inhuman conditions denied adequate healthcare contributing to at least 35 deaths in prison or shortly after release. 


