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EXECUTING COUNTRIES IN 2020 This map indicates the general locations 
of boundaries and jurisdictions and 
should not be interpreted as Amnesty 
International’s view on disputed territories. 

+ indicates that the figure that Amnesty 
International has calculated is a minimum. 
Where + is not preceded by a number, 
this means that Amnesty International 
is confident that there was more than 
one execution, but it was impossible to 
establish a figure.

7. SOMALIA
Recorded 
executions reduced 
slightly compared 
with previous year.

8. SOUTH SUDAN
Recorded 
executions fell 
sharply compared 
with previous year.

1. CHINA
Continued to execute 
and sentence to death 
thousands of people 
but kept figures secret.

2. IRAN
The death penalty was increasingly 
used as a weapon of political 
repression against dissidents, 
protesters and members of ethnic 
minority groups.

5. SAUDI ARABIA
Recorded executions 
declined sharply  
by 85%.

3. EGYPT
Recorded executions 
increased more than 
threefold.

4. IRAQ
Mass execution 
of 21 people was 
carried out on the 
same day.

6. USA
For 12th consecutive 
year, it remained the only 
executioner in the Americas 
region and resumed federal 
executions after 17 years.

9. NORTH KOREA
Death penalty likely to 
be used at sustained 
rate, but impossible to 
independently verify. 

10. VIET NAM
87% of all recorded 
death sentences 
were imposed 
for drug-related 
offences.

The 10 countries numbered on the map 
have persistently executed people in the 
past five years (2016-2020).
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